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COMPLETE "TESCRIPTION OF SERVICE RENDERED '
I om WALTER W. WEISPFENNING, 0-1908898, Fisld Artiliery, Firat i
ieutenant, Forward Observer, Battery "AY, 39th Fleld artillery Bat-
wallon, in whioh cgpaclty I was present af and an eyewltness of the
Iollowing action:

On 26 Jenuary 1945, Company HBY, Fifteenth Infantry, was in -
positvlion south of the Bols de Rledwlhr near HEOLTZWIHR, FRANCE, In
the afternoon, nt sbout 1400 houra, we recelved a terrific concen— {
trotion of priillery fire which lastef spproximately ten minutes. |

Woen the artillery fire ceased, I saw slx hesvy tanks emerge
from enemy-held woods about 400 yerds to our front, The tanks |
rolled forward, flring on us with their "88s" sg they advenced |
across the anow-covered ground,

Comoany "BU wes commanded by Second Lieutensnt AUDIE L, UURBHY
0-1682509, He ordered his men to withiraw to prepared nositlons
apout 200 yarde inglde the woods as it was apparent that the eneny
was launching an attack in maseive atrength, :

As the men withdrew, I saw hundreds of German infantrymen
SWarming out of the wwods, firlng their gutomatle wermons on us as
they sdvenced. Lileutenont MUEPHY remained at hie CP, which con-
Bleted of a Telephone under g tree at the edge of the woods, and
directed artillery fire on the advaneing line of tanke anfd the in-
fentry elements coming up behind them. He was all alone out thare
except for a tank destroyer, vhich wng 1in position sgbout 10 vards
to his richt. During thie phase of the German attack, I radioced
fire directlions to Battery "A" from a vantage point in the. cleared
ground soproximately 100 yards in front of Lieubtenant MUEPEY!g CP.

Cur directed artlllery hed a murderous effect on the ERAUT
infantry. | Bhells exploded in the midst of thelr skirmish line and
among thelr aupport elements. I saw Germans falling or alsppoearing
in clouds of dirt and snow. We must have kilied more than 30 of °
Ghem, but others lmmedistely took: their place.

A direct hit from a German "88" smashed into our tank destrover.
Smoke and fleme spurted out of it and the crew bailed out. I paw
the TD men wlthdrawlng through the woods toward the rest of the »
Gompany. Then Lisutenant MUHPHY told me to withdraw snd et un
my P in The woods vhere Company "B" had its prepared positions,
stating that we couldn't afford to loge my radio and: that he would

continue to glve fire directions by telephone ns long as possible.
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Sy arda away snd still moving wpn on him, he elimbed onto. the glowly
gaburning tank destroyer and an‘ﬂn _1r1nr the 50 ecaliber maochine:
geeuns at the KRAUTS, There he was, co*pletely eX¥poged and all-
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As I worfeo BY way Dack uhruughhgheﬁwuuds, I saw tha CGorman
Tanlko cnaching thelr wa¥ through Thne Heavy 8now on notn flanks of
ug, firing round affer round into Lleutenant MURPEX !a positvion.
Although anells exploded Between the TD and the plece where the
Lisutengnt wans atandingt showering the tree beolde his 0P with
bits of flying ateel, and Geepite a hail of mechine gun fire from
the tpnka, Lleutenent LURPHY kKept on transpitting fire orders with
the utmost calm, 1

Hejolning the Commeny, I set uwo an P in the forest., Tho
woods were gparse and uﬂere wWas Erﬂﬂticﬁlly no underorush, I
conld saa evarytrinT vhat wns hoppening.

The KRAUT tanks rumbled past Lieutanant MURPHY!g ﬂqciﬁign,
passing Him by as close as 50 yards and firing at him as fthey
noaaed. T*ev a1én't cloge in Tor the 2411 because thay wanted to
give our £anic degtroyer, which was burning but not in flames, as -
wlde g berth as ﬁuqnirle_

Whlla we attemnted to hold off The tanks with directad ar-
t1llery flre and bazooka rockets, the ERAUT infentry line, con-
alsting of two' full-strength cnﬂﬂﬂn+eﬂ of 125 men enuh, surged
up acrass the open meadow 1n p wlde arce, As they advanced, they
fired thelr machine pistols and rifies at Lieutenant NUFPHY,

Then I saw Lieutenant HURPEY do the bravest thing that I.
Hava ever gaen gny man do ln combat, Ti:h tha Gormans only 100.

houetted “T:inﬂ the background of bere trees and snow, with ao

Iira under him that threatened to blow the destroyer to bits if ]
it reached the ﬂﬂanlina and ammunltion. 88mn .3115, machine gun,
machine platol and rifle fire crashed all ground him,

Btanding on top of the TD, Lieutenant MURPEY »pkaed tha aon-
prosching enemy force with machine gunsfire. - Taslve Germgns,
stealing up a dliteh to Flank ‘hin from his right, were killed in
the pully st 50 yardse Pange by concentrated fire from hia 50 cal-
ibar gunts® Twice the tank destroyer e was gtanding on was hit by
artillery fire snd Liesutenant MUEPHY was envelopad in clouds of
smoke snd spurts of flame.. Hls clothing was torn and riddled by
Tlying ashell fragments and bits of rock.  Bullats Ticocheted and
careened ol The Tank destroyer ag/ Gthe snemy concentrated the
full fury of his fire on this one-man Etrnn;nnlnt.
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He was wounded in the 1@5 by frammentation from an 85mm shell,
but he kept on fichting. With blood spreading over his torn
trouser leg, he sontinued to hold off the entire Germen force of
abouti 260 men, glded only by our artlllery fire. The enamy tonke,
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unwllling to nress thelr atftsck on Company "BR without infantry
support, had meanwhile returned pnd were mllling avound the meg-
dow, firing their "88a" af Lisutenant MURPHY's position:

Covered with 'mrime and dust, Lisutenant LURPHY withetood
nergigtent fire from: the tank guns and a hallstorm of automatie
woegpons fire from the tanks and infantry. CGermans crept forward
through ground folds: others attempted to rush hils exposed posi-
tion., He Eilled IHAﬁTE a8 olose as ten yards from his burning
tank destroyer, Thelr corpees lay clogging the draws and on the
opeh mepdow beyond the woode,

Fighting on despite his wound, Lileutenant MURPHY killed and
mounded an egtinated 35 of the enemy in addition to the 12 he
killed in the ditch., After an hour long fight, exhpusted, bleeding
profusely and his gmmunition spent, Lieutenant MURPHY 1immed 'back
to hig Company. He reorganized his men and led them in a wiolent
attack on the enemy, driving the CGermans from the ares. Lienten-
ant MURPEY then had his wound treated on the fleld. He consistently
refused to be evacuated. .

Lieuntenant UUBPHY'!'s intrenlid stand resulted directly in in-
flleting at least z hundred cesuapltles on the attacking force.
Fighting alone againgt overwhelming odds, he smassghed a powerful

.essgult, ensgbling hie Regiment to hold ground thet was won at
a heavy coet in blood.

WALTER W. TEISP-ENNING
18t Lleut., S%th FA Bn
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